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Construction on a new indoor
Gold Coast Arena is expected to
begin within the next two years
with private investors being
sought for delivery by 2030.

The arena and a major up-
grade of the Gold Coast Hock-
ey Centre are two legacy
projects set to be delivered by
the City of Gold Coast.

The council intends for the
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Gold Coast goes privat

arena at Carey Park in South-
port to be built and operated by
a private investor — the same
delivery plan Deputy Premier
Jarrod Bleijie has for the Bris-
bane Arena at Woolloongabba.

“This project will be transfor-
mational for our city and a true
example of the legacy the
Games will deliver for us as a co-
host city,” Mayor Tom Tate said.

“This venue is vital for the
city to attract world class music,
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BASKETBALL

Finals couldbein the new
17,000 seat Brisbane

Arena opposite the Gabba —  §
ifit is built (or at Boondall).
Preliminary games on

the Gold Coast (picture)

and possibly Boondall.

B
Finals at the Gabba. X
Preliminaries at other
venues - including Harrup
Park in Mackay.
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sport and other entertainment
such as Esports. I can’t wait to
announce what sports and
events are planned for this
venue during the Games.”
Invest Gold Coast will lead a
commercial transaction process
to identify potential arena in-
vestors. The investment and
economic development organ-
isation are in the “transaction
planning phase” and aim to start
area construction in 2027, with
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two-to-three-year construction
and 2030 delivery expected.
Invest Gold Coast chairman
Will Hodgman said: “The Gold
Coast is Australia’s fastest-
growing city and on the cusp of
its next wave of transforma-
tional growth. This Games
venue will be delivered by 2030
and is available to host Olym-
pic sports not yet allocated.
“But it is more than just a
Games venue — it is a lasting
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Upgraded 20,000 seat
Brisbane Showgrounds
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legacy for our community that
will attract world-class sport,
live music and entertainment
year-round.”

Meanwhile, the proposed
upgrade to the hockey centre
at Labrador will deliver an ad-
ditional synthetic turf hockey
pitch and associated facilities.

After 2032, the venue will
host local, state and national
hockey activities and enable
the attraction of major events

such as world cups and world
championships.

Preliminary investigations
and stakeholder consultation
are under way, starting with a
masterplan for the whole of
Keith Hunt Park, incorpor-
ating the Gold Coast Hockey
Centre upgrade.

Construction timing will de-
pend on major events before
2032, and minimising the im-
pacts on existing users.

BCMEOQ1ZO1MA - V2

=R S ."=' = ~ %

new indoor arena
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Queensland Tennis
Centreat Tennyson.

A major upgrade will
include a new 3000-seat
showcourt arena and 12
new match courts.
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Cairns and Queensland Country
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SunshineCoast

BRISBANE ® Redlands
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0 Split between 9 Rockhampton’s ﬁ

the waters off Townsville, Fitzroy River

and the Whitsundays
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New $1.2bn aquatic centre at the = A piew Whitewater Badriiston

existing Centenary Pool at Spring Hill.
The venue will expand to a capacity of

more than 25,000 for the Games using
temporary seating.

volleyball and
para-sports at new Logan
and Moreton Bay centres

Centre at Redlands
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Brisbane Stadium at Victoria ¢ Sunshine Coast
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w Getting the Games job done by hook or by Crooks

Simon Crooks
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EXCLUSIVE of the Games Independent In- “I am truly honoured to be GIICA chairman Stephen bilities inherent in the role. He
Hayden Johnson frastructure and Co-ordination  given the opportunity to lead Conry praised the appoint- iswell qualified to maintain the

Authority (GIICA). GIICA at such an excitingtime  ment of Mr Crooks, which fol-  critical momentum of delivery
Global infrastructure  boss He will start work on August  for Queensland,” he said. lowed a “rigorous global toensurewe meetour commit-

Simon Crooks has been tapped
to lead the daunting task of de-

livering Queensland 2032
Olympic and  Paralympic
Games venues.

In a major Games appoint-
ment, the state government
has named the former Queen’s
Wharf infrastructure boss to
become chief executive officer

1 and oversee the authority’s
work delivering 17 new and up-
graded venues across the state.

Mr Crooks enters the high-
pressure CEO role with 40
years of local and global ex-
perience in major project deliv-
ery and most recently led the
delivery of the Queen’s Wharf
tourism precinct.

“I am looking forward to
building on the work done to
date, as we shift gears to deliv-
ery mode. There’s no bigger
event on the planet than the
2032 Olympic and Paralympic
Games and my focus is build-
ing a world-class legacy that all
Queenslanders will be proud of
for generations to come.”

executive search”.

“It marks another critical
milestone in GIICA’s responsi-
bilities as we progress delivery
of wvital infrastructure for
Queensland,” he said. “Simon
is well regarded by industry
and government.

“He understands the stake-
holder engagement responsi-

ments to Queenslanders.”

Deputy Premier Jarrod Blei-
jie said Mr Crooks’ transparent
and collaborative approach had
earned respect across industry
and government.

“I know that Simon will lead
the delivery of this legacy infra-
structure on the world stage,”
he said.
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